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Where they stand

You’'ve seen the campaign ads and, perhaps, even watched a debate. But what are
the presidential candidates really about? Here, we look at where John McCain and
Barack Obama stand on some of the major issues facing the nation.
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Sees most subsidies as “safety net” against “the unpredictable dynamics of
weather and markets.” Somewhat more skeptical of fres irade agreements, say-
ing there must be prnh:-;linn for Aomerican workers, I".Ip'[:-nw.:_'lj Central American
ancl Somb Korean Free Trade pacis,

Promoles o “zero to five” plun that would give granis to staies 1o help pre-
schoolers keom and develop. Also would double charter schood funding ond
revimp the asessment system wsed to trck student progress under the Mo
Chald Left Behosd program.

Proposes & “hemisphenic secunty imitistive” aimed ai |,'||n|'h-.|1:||'||__l EilNgs, |.Ir'.|g
trifhicking and crimimal activaty, Waould allow unlimated Cuban-American fumi
Iy irvveld and 2l any pos-Fidel Castro government Bhat of 11 akes sirong sleps
towand democracy — starting with freecing all political pisoners — the LS. is
ready o take sieps o normalize relations.

Redeploy one o bwa brigades a month, so combal troops woubd be owl by
summeer of 2000 Woukd leave Belind an unspeciiied numbser of American
troiops. b provide security For LS. imerests, and irain and advise lragi forces

Would engage m “direct presidential dipbomacy with lran wathaut preconds
taas, - LE Iran abasdons is meclear program and backing of erromnsm. Cbankas
would allos membership in the World Trsde Ovganization and economdc aid. If
Iran is uncooperative, “we will siep up our ecoromic pressure and political iso-
lation.”

Says. “Owr first ond inconverttble commidment in the Middle East muost be
b the security of Isracl.” Strongly suppors Ismel’s ight o self-defense

Backed the “path to citizenship” plan. Wants o create a sysbem 0o make il
easier for employers o verify whether workers are kegally in this country, and
has supported efforts (o keep immigrant fomilies topether,

Wonld make il easier for maodest-income velerins o getd health core, and
revamip the current benefits systerm by hinng more clinme workers and traiming
them mare elfecuvely. Would also recrunt more mental health prodesionals amd
imgrove screening of velerans

Wiould require insurers. to cover pre-eaisting conditions “so all Amercans,
regardless of their health states or history, can get comprehensive benefils™ o
repsonyhle pring'h. Small businesses wouplkl gek lux creclits e hl,'Fp migike cover-
age allonlable i employees,

H.L;:. 5 e is ".;n|'=u,|:_'|'-|'||__l |'|I_||'~ that would ask those |'|.|I-.-|'|:_I oveEr F250, 0D b
iy in the range of 2 to 4 percent more,” Would also close the “doughnut hole™
i he Mexlcare prescnpion program and encd subsiclies o the Medican:
Adlvanlage program.

Would reduce carbon emissions 30 percent by 2050 with a market-hased cap
and trade system. Would begin by establishing annual targets, and mandaie
reducing emissions we PP levels by 2020

Wonld stgmbcantly increase fuel eflscwency stamdards; allow olishone il
drablamg i lomted msrances: provide a 510000 enserg
familics: and work toward assuring 10 percent of all eleciricity comes from
renewable spurces by 200 2, prowing to 25 percent by 2025

TEncy Enerey Lax rebale o

Adlerw st 2000 and 20003 incoame tax cuts for indivadusls CUMMiNE M
than 5200LHEE and families making mare than 250,000 o expire on Jan, 1,
2001, Leave others” cms im place, and also provide a “Makinge Work Pay™ tax
credin of 5500 per person or %1000 per working family.

Wants to take a fresh look @t the Nonth American Free Trade Agreemen,
soving it was “oversold” v Americans. Would put new pressure on the Workd
Trade Qrganization 0 enforce ngreements, and end tox brepks for companies
that send jobs overseas,

Wowrld require the cost of any new program be offset by higher revenues,
ancd yows bo reguiare more “disclosane and transparency” for earmarks, Does not
specily howa' he would substannally redwce the federal defict,

Wionld increase the size of the Army by 65000 troops and the Mannes by
27, (M), Help the Muteomal Cusind by gaving it better equipment and more e
ofl before being redegdoyed. Ureate a Mabtary Familees Advisory Board to

provide a condwl for milinary tammbies” concerns 1o be brought (o fop milnary

officials

Urged “aggressive diplomsanic acton alier Kussia inviaded Cieorgia.
Generally, proposes a “comprebensive stragegy™ that includes “supponing
demecratic parmers and upholding principles of spvereigniy™ throughow
Europe and Asin. Wants o strengthen ollinnces *so that we deal with Russia
with cine, unified voice™ jamd enguge with Bussin on “issnes of moriaal interese,”
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Wanis to dramatically tighten subsidy payments to wealthy fammers, Has
oppased some proegrams o promode sabe of agricolural products. Big backer of
free trade picts *iil':-'ing they CIpET) MEHe mirkets for Amenican farmers

Would one create “Centers of Excellence” in each state to assure that pre-
Eindergarien children gel |||,|:|'|i|'-. cire and education, Defines public education
s 1 system “in which our public support for a chilid's education folkaws that
clinld min the schwad the parent chooses.”™

Will keep the Cuban |,'m|'-._1|rj_1-::- in |'|I,}1'|_' unil Cuba releases all |1|'|||Ii|.'._'|| pris-
oners unconditiomally; legalizes all political partees, labor omions and Free
meedia; and schedules elechons. Promises o streagihen bes 10 olther counlnes in
the region as bong as countries “sharg our valoes,”

Says il would be a “grave mstake” o leave belore al-Clasda 15 deteatec.
Hizhieves the LS. roop surge 15 workomg and seds no fiem imetables for Lo,
withdrawal. Expects U5, combart involvement o end by 2013

Says ths s ol the nme Por “uncondimonal™ dealogoe with Iranean lesders.
Instead, the U, most “bolster s reguonal muhitary posiune 1o make clear o
Iran our determination (o protect our forces and deter [ranian imteryention.”

Encournges peace talks with Palestinion Presidemt Mahmowd Abbos, bui
wirns, “we must also ensare that Ismels can live in safiety antl there is a
Palestinian lesdership willing ancl able 1o deliver peace.” Considers kimeszlf a
strong suppaorter of lsrael and 105 right o sell-defense

Led Senate efforts w establish & “path w0 ciizenship” for people it coun-
try illegally. During the campaign, he has stressed the need for border secunity
first pfier conservatives criticized his stunce

Long-time supporter of more money for veterans” health progrms, Wanis
b give more pay 1o velerans’ physicians, make velerans eligible for many
velerans health programes evien afler they are eligible for Medicane amd
euarantee benelis 1 velerans expossd to radiatsen

Would encournge competition by providing health care tax credits of 52,500
fior individeals ond 55,000 for families to offset the cost of covernge. Would
wirk with stales o create a “Cuamnieed Access Plan™ for people h.1.l.-1n]__l fro-
hle getting imsurance. Woukd have government proanole more walk-m access o
climcs i retal areas.

Suavs he “RUpps ~.|,||'||'-I|,'||'|:_'n|i|1;; the current Social Hu_x'uri|:-. wysiem with
persoml aceounts — bt not as . substinde for addressing benefit promises thg
canmol be kepl” Says the program needs o brpartisan B, but has mobed out any
new lakes. Says Medicare badly nseds beller cosls contnls.

Backs a phased-in emissions reduction system that would bring emissions
evels down 1o 2003 levels by 2012, By 2050, they would be 60 percent below
15 bevels. Would creste o cap ond frade system for major polluters, though
small businesses would be exempl

CiiTers a SA00 mulleen prce (0 improve batlery iechnology that would kead o
development of plug-in hybods or fully elecime cars, Would pronssie builkding
45 new nuclear power plants by 2050, Suppons offshore oil drilling unbess an
mfivicual state objects.

-

Would make maost 2000 and 203 tax cuts, doe o ex pin;- Jom, 1, 2011
permumnent. Also wanls o cul the comporale B male, now 25 percent, o 25 per-
cazil.

Calls himself an enthusiastic free irader, and says the LS. “should engag
n multilateral, regional and bilateral efforts to reduce barriers o frade, level the
«J__'I-.'-"'.ll |'-|.|'. e fiekd and boild effeciive enforcement of J_:_"nl'h.'-l trding nales.”
Wants 0 overhaul unemployment insurance laws, and creale o program Go bet

per retran sl relociute workers whio have losl e pob

“

Says e will halance the budged by the end of his first term im 2003 with o
coumbination of spending s amd changes in Social Secunty, Medicare anc
Medicanl, and by reducing spemding as the Drag war ends. Also vows o elimi
make congressannal earmarks. Experts are skeptical be can balance the budget,
pamicalarly since he wants tooextend the @ax cots.

A longhime member of the Senale Armed Services Commaties, [axpayer
witchdog groups have often prased ham for criticizng waste and shuse in
Pemagon spending. He would incrzase the saze of the Army amd Mlanme Corps
and reconfigure the services to peflect new global challenges. Generally oppos-
s funding the military with “emergency’™ kegiskation,

Adver Bussia invaded Ceorenn, saud, “wWe ane all Ceorglans, ™ and kas taken a
hiard line against Fussia. Warned, “The impact of Russian actions gocs beyonmd
their threat o Democratic Georgin,” and urged muliilateral pressure 1o get
Russia to stop ils nggression,

More on the election: Check out expanded politics

coverage at NHElects.com




